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2009-11 Budget Bill Statutory Language Drafting Request

¢ Topic: RTA Enabling Legislation
e Tracking Code: @ 6 Odl (ﬁ 6/
e SBOteam: Tax, Transportation and Budget Development Team
e SBO analyst. Tyler Byrnes
o Phone: 266-1039
¢ Email: tyler.byrnes@wisconsin.gov
e Agency acronym:; DOT
«Agency number: 395

o Priority (Low, Medium, High): High

Intent: Please prepare a draft giving local governments the ability to combine to form
regional transportation authorities.
Provisions relating to formation:

All po!iﬁcal subdivisions, including counties, should be allowed to join by passing

identical resolutions through the subdivisions governing body. Also, additional
subdivisions should be allowed to join an existing transit authority through the same
mechanism. Referendums should not be required for the creation of a transit authority.
Participating subdivisions should have control over the decisions about the make up of
the transit authority governing bod ﬁe existing Southeastern Reglonal Transut ,-/
mm jf\;/;th provmns:;;;sw;c;aewd ;;;Wlng fo; tﬁ; inclusion of
/’/ other Subdl;llSIOﬂS if they so ct;ose "

Provisions relating to funding:

Regional transit authorities should be allowed to levy up to a .5% sales and use

N,

tax, expressly, the revenue of which is solely dedicated to transit funding. The
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department of revenue should collect the tax, and distribute it to the transit authorities in
a manner similar to the collection and distribution of the county sales tax.
Provisions relating to transit authority powers:

The transit authority should have the power to manage the both transit funding
and system operation, including contracting with existing transit operators in the area
untii the RTA governing body deems it appropriate to begin providing transit services
with its own equipment. Funding should be allocated based on where it is needed most
within the transit authority, not based on where the revenue was collected. The transit
authority should be vested with the powér to conduct planning activities within the
region. Furthermore, the transit authority should have the ability to incur debt through
issuing bonds.

Provisions relating to transit authority withdrawal or dissolution:

Subdivisions should be allowed to withdraw from a transit authority if the

subdivision's governing body passes a resolution supporting withdrawal and plans are

made for meeting whatever financial obligations are still outstanding.



